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SOUTH EASTERN UTAH 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

'2 I? 
-4 6 East Main 

P.O. Box 8 0 0  
0 Price, Utah 84501 

(801( 637-3671 

11-27-89 
cc: T o  Carlson 

M. Sewell 
D. Williamson 

MRAP file 
P. tlushovic/EPA 

from 8ii RLiS ktk 
. . _ _  

Pe te r  Mygatt 
Publ ic  Re la t ions  S p e c i a l i s t  
U. S. Department of Energy 
Grand Junct ion  P r o j e c t s  Of f i ce  
P. 0. Box 2567 
Grand Junct ion,  CO 81502 

Dear Mr. Mygatt: 

November 24, 1989 

On November 16, 1989 I a t tended  a pub l i c  comment meeting he ld  a t  t h e  San 
Juan County Courthouse i n  Mont ice l lo ,  Utah. The s u b j e c t  of t h e  meeting 
w a s  t h e  proposed p l a n  f o r  c leanup of t h e  Monticel lo  Superfund s i t e  (Mon- 
t i c e l l o  m i l l s i t e )  . 
I would l i k e  t o  make a comment r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  proposed p l an  f o r  manage- 
ment of t h e  contaminated groundwater below and down-gradient of t h e  site, 
and of t h e  contaminated s u r f a c e  d r a i n a g e  area of  Montezuma Creek which 
passes through t h e  s i te .  

My concern, and comment, is  t h a t  t h e  present /  f u t u r e  downstream uses  of 
Montezuma Creek water have not  been taken i n t o  cons ide ra t ion  r e l a t i v e  t o  
t h e  e f f e c t  on human h e a l t h  and t h e  environment. The proposed a c t i o n  i s  
t o  implement p a s s i v e  r e s t o r a t i o n  w i t h  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  c o n t r o l s  a f t e r  t h e  
t a i l i n g s  are removed. Th i s  was explained by D.O.E. ' s  Mr. Dee Williamson 
t o  mean 60 yea r s  of enforced non-use of  t h e  groundwater du r ing  t h e  nat- 
u r a l  f l u sh ing  of t h o  a q u i f e r  i n t o  Montezuma Creek. 

The 50,000,000 + g a l l o n s  of contaminated water exceed S t a t e  and Fede ra l  
water q u a l i t y  s t anda rds  f o r  11 parameters ,  and i f  unsa fe  f o r  human and 
animal consumption as  drawn from a w e l l ,  most c e r t a i n l y  i s  unsa fe  as 
drawn from a stream. Th i s  would b e  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  dur ing  t h e  pe r iods  of 
time when stream f l o w  is  due e s s e n t i a l l y  to groundwater d ra inage  wi th  no 
d i l u t i o n  e f f e c t  from s u r f a c e  w a t e r  runof f .  Even i f  d i l u t e d  by surface 
water, some of t h f s  water may add a d d i t i o n a l  contaminates  from t h e  con- 
taminated upstream p o r t i o n  of t h e  Montezuma Creek dra inage  area which 
passes  through the si te.  This  contaminated d ra inage  area ha5 a proposed 
management p l an  of Supplemental Standards,  which means it i s n r t  consid-  

3 ered worth c l ean ing  up. 
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A t  least  one person w a s  p resent  a t  t h e  meeting who makes u s e  of Montezuma 
Creek water downstream of the  s i te ,  a Mr. Dalton. There may w e l l  be o the r s .  
I propose that t h e  f i n a l  cleanup p lan  incorpora te  a s u i t a b l e  measure of 
h e a l t h  pro tec t ion  f o r  a l l  present  and p o t e n t i a l  u s e r s  of Montezuma Creek 
water. 
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Sincerely,  

cc: Dave A r i o t t i ,  Southeast  District Engineer 
Utah Divis ion of Environmental Heal th  

Gerald L. Jackson- 
D i s t r i c t  San i t a r i an  
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